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"""'" STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

REGION" 

Re quest for a Ceiling Increase for Removal Activities at the 
Bossert ~lanufacturing"Facility ', City of Utica, Oneida County, 
New York - ACTIONHEMO AN UM .7 L 
Joseph b. Roto1a, OSC 6v

-

Response and Prev~htion Branch 

Christopher J. Daggett 
Regional Administrator 

Stephen D. Luftig,Director 
Emergency ' ana Remedial Response 

ISSUE 

0t"L. J), 
Division 

" 

on July 15, 1987, the project ceiling for this site was raised 
to $1;362,274: These monies were authorized to continue on-going 
removal activities at the site. The estimates, for materials in 
the July 15 authorization, were based on generalized footages of 
materials and volumes of visible materials. 

At present, after a m6nth of intensive efforts to uncover and 
identify contaminated materials and' decontamination needs, esti
mates indicate the volume of material which has to be completely 
removed, bulked, ~taged and secured for disposal will be approxi
mately 3500 cubic yards. This compares with 150 cubic yards 
originally expected . Based on present on site operations of 
S15,000 per day and the accomplishment rate of operations for ' a 
day, therefore, at least'25 more days of effort are required to 
secure the site (includes decontamination and disposal of some 
materials~ see attachment 1). ' 

Therefore, this memorandum requests an additional $628,985 of 
CERCLA 'funds to continue this ' phas~ of removal activities at the 
Bossert Manufacturing Facility in Utica, New York. The new 
project' ceiling for ttils removal action requested is $1,991,259 
of whichSl, 775,609 .is estimated for mi tigation contracting. These 
ad~i tional.; f -" lnds will be, used tocompl:te (extract '~-ng- -pcB-' C(>n-':arni:: \ 
nated debr1s, metal shav1ngs and stamp1ngs-from--pl-ts -,--sumps,--and" 
tre-nches ;--tlu-IJfi."nQ and stag ing these materials in one dry central 
room wiihin the buildings ,and providing security for six months. 

Our intention at, this time, is to decontaminate this facility to 
a point that upon completion of ac.tion, an immediate threat would 
not exist to persons . on chance coming in contact with materials 
and 'surfaces at the facility. 
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Presently, specifications are being prepared for the removal of 
non-PCB contaminated asbestos insulation. Monies necessary for 
this portion of the removal action will be requested at a later ' 
elate. 

These estimates do not include monies needed for transporting or 
disposal of this tremendous volume of PCB contaminated materials 
($2.6 million); nor does it include monies for non-PCR contami
nated asbestos insulation removal ($0.2 million); nor removal of 
materials from the boiler room and furnace (waiting for dioxin 
sampling and analy~es to be finalized - $0.2, million non dioxin 
contaminated - unknown if dioxin contaminated). Since these 
latter three operations will exceed $2 million dollars alone, 
preparation of a request to exceed the $2 million limit are being 
initiated immediately. 

A 12 month time limit exemption is also bei~g prepared~ 

BACKGROUND 

The Bossert Manufacturing Facility was a sheet metal stamping, 
weldment and fibrication facility whi~h operated from the turn , 
of the century until bankruptcy in 1985. The facility is located 
in downtown ,Utica, New York, and occupies an area of approximately 
six acres. The facility utilized large hydraulic and mechanical 
presses an'd, included a small metal treating facility. 

o 

Items' of concern include: fifty-four sumps which hQused machinery 0' 
and contain PCB coht.ainimited-oi-l "and va's t-quant-i·ti-es-·of.-debris, 
one bo.iler rooin-;-one-'furnace-roortc; a smaII-meta-l--t'reatmEint facility 
containing· nine vatsQ,f metal treating solutions and acid, .asbes'tos 
insula tion, ' isC!lated· -mercur-y-contam(na,t·ion-n one twenty thousand 
gallon under'ground tank containing ,either sludge or contaminated 
number six fuel oil, a small quantity of laboratory chemicals, 
approximately one-hundred i!,!!Q .2i~,ty_ 'drums-('-f::Unknown':'''L~s_t:e-=.a_'ld • 
raw maYerI als ,>PCB- 'co~t'al1i"fna ted-concrete-and-wooa-'block~f rO-6rS','"'; , 

J .. • _ • ..-:--_ -=-- _.--- . _._-
.twenty-.two. ·PCB- contam'l,nated- machl:nes' and-PCB, contami'nated-a'sbestos'.-- : 

'- ~ - ' - . . _. - --------------'- . . . ~- - -.. ~ .~ 

On site operations have addressed removing, securing or decontami
nating many of these items. Procedures for decontamination (high 
pressure water lasering) have been delayed as a result of a need 
to temporarily secure loose asbestos insulation. Approvals for 
standards of removal of PCB contaminated flooring, metals, con
tainers and assorted trash which were spread throughout the site 
have resulted i'n' our accummulating (PCB) contaminated materials 
which added over 3000 cubic yards to the waste pile. Also removal 
of the last 30 cubic yards of of scrap from 22 of the sumps have 
proved to be particulary exasperating. These have to be done in 
level B(fullyprotected body surfaces with supplied airl with a 
pick, shovel and bucket. This action has ~ecome highly labor 
intensive. 
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Samples have been collected from the furnace and boiler room 
, which will be analyzed for dioxins. 

, , 

Other activities already undertaken are summarized , below: 

o ' addressing transformers 
o addressing qils 
o ~rern()v~al of mercury \. . 
o , sei:"t:l ng " up and tr:e'a't:fng contaminated-'water 
o ' consolidation and staging drums, CV:at's:-a'ria "oth'er 

containers other than PCB materials;and their contents 
o initiating, decontam'tnation of sfte- surfaces 
o secure site 
o removal of combustible tr'ash 
o physical set up of operations 

SUMMARY OF COSTS 

A summary of actual expenditures to date, removal monies previously 
authorized and additional monies , requested to complete this phase 
of the removal are presented below; A de~ailed cost estimate of 
additional monies requested is included in Attachment I. 

~IOUSLY 
AtJrnORIZED 

ESTIMATED 
EXPENDI1URES 

Mitigation Contracting Costs $1,192,874 $1,100,000 

TAT Costs 124,200 123,000 

EPA Costs 45,200 39,500 

AOOITlOOAL 
MONIES 
IID;)UESTED 1UI'AL 

$582,735 

37,500 

8,750 

$1,775,609 

161,700 

53,950 

1UI'ALS $1,362,274 '$1,262,500" $628,985 $1,991,259 

RECOMMENDATION 

The increase in funding requested in this action memorandum will 
ensure that removal actions at the Bossert Facility can be con
tinued and thereby will further address the , threat posed by the 
numerous waste streams present on-site. This action is consistent 
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with long term actions required for efficient remediation of 
this threat. without this funding this removal action would 
require a temporary shutdown period until monies ate secured. , 
This, in turn would result in substantial demobilization and 
re-mobilization costs. 

I, therefore recommend your approval of this ceiling increase of 
$628,985. Your approval would raise the total project · ceiling 
for the site from $1,362,274 to $1,991,259 of which, $1,775,609 
is for mitigation contracting. ' Please jndi~ate your approval or 
disapproval by signing below. 

Your authority to authorize these funds is pursuant to Lee 
, Thomas's February 26, 19B7 Interim Del~gation 14-1-A., ' 

APP,o~.Jl--J\L-l~/1r DATE Ai""" It ( Ir(7 

Disapproval DATE 

Attachments 

cc: (after approval is obtained) 

S. Luftig, 2ERR 
R. Salk ie, 2ERR-DD 
F. Rubel, 2ERR-RP V 

, B. Sprague, 2ERR-RP 
G. Zach'os, 2ERR-RP 
J. Czapor, 2ERR-SC 
J. , Marshall, OEP 
B. Adler, 20RC-ARC 
R. Gherardi, 20PM-FIN 
R. Mueller PM-2l4F (EXPRESS MAIL) . 
T; Fields, WH-S14B 
N. Nosenchuck, NYSDEC 
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